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I am the author of two books that deal with this subject in considerable detail, both of which are in the public domain and can 
be downloaded for free from Internet Archives f https://archive.orci') : 

• The Pioneer Williams Families of Smith Township, Posey County, Indiana: Volume 1 (2 0151. 

• Elder James Martin of the Districts of Orangeburg, Lower Ninety-Six, Edgefield and Barnwell. South Carolina; Warren 

County, Kentucky: and Knox, Gibson, Posey and Vanderburgh Counties, Indiana Territorv/lndiana, and his brother, 

Simon Martin of the Same Districts in South Carolina ( 2019). 

These works detail a lot of the process of discovery that took place in assembling the facts needed to solve this puzzle. The 
following is a much simpler and more direct way of explaining the error of associating the early Martins of Gibson, Posey and 
Vanderburgh Counties, Indiana with the famed Martin clan of Martintown, Edgefield County/District, South Carolina. To keep 
this article as uncluttered as possible, the reader is referred to the books above to find citations of specific facts, as they contain 
hundreds of detailed primary source citations to support everything covered in this article. Both books are fully indexed and 
word-searchable to facilitate finding this information. 
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Introduction 


The descendants of Elder James Martin of Vanderburgh County, Indiana know from family 
tradition that he had migrated there from South Carolina, and this is supported by 1850 Census 
as being the birthplace of his two youngest sons. Some time in the 1930s, a descendant arrived 
at the conclusion that James had hailed from Edgefield County, South Carolina, and soon after it 
was pronounced that he was Colonel James Martin of the storied family of Revolutionary War 
militia officers of Martintown, Edgefield County, South Carolina. Or that he was Colonel James’ 
son. You see, the pieces of this puzzle never quite fit right, at least not for those few who 
bothered to seek the facts which could establish the veracity of this claim. 

This paper shows how it is possible to correctly solve this puzzle, and thus provide clarity about 
who was and who wasn’t related to Colonel James Martin of Edgefield County, South Carolina. 
And also, who was and wasn’t related to Elder James Martin of Vanderburgh County, Indiana. 
Solving this puzzle involves detailed public record research in nine different counties/districts, in 
three states, the South Carolina State Archives, several typescript family histories and several 
published county histories. Tax records, deed records, marriage returns, land grants, court 
records, early election lists, Revolutionary War indents and many other sources were discovered 
to create a near continuous, almost year-by-year account of Elder James Martin’s life from 1785 
to 1824. 

Since the controversy begins with Elder James Martin’s descendants in Southwestern Indiana, 
that is where we will begin with his story and then work backward from there. But first, I will start 
with a brief summary of the known and verifiable information about the Colonel. 

The Family of Colonel James Martin 

Colonel James Martin was raised in a very upper class family of the South Carolina/Georgia 
frontier. He descends from a Supreme Court Justice and his siblings were all militia officers 
during a time when the qualifications for being an officer were based mainly upon your ability to 
provide guns and munitions for the company of men that you could raise. Few people could 
afford such an expense, and the fact that James’ several brothers were all officers is a testament 
to the family’s considerable wealth and influence. They were in essence, and probably even in 
fact, the feudal lords of their locality. 

Colonel James Martin was known to have been born on 14 Oct 1749. His siblings and their 
dates of birth were: 

• William, born 26 Sep 1745. 

• Letiticia, born 27 Sep 1747. 

• John, born 19 Mar 1751. 

• George, born 25 Jun 1754. 
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• Barclay, born 13 Jun 1756. 

• Edmond, born 10 Jul 1759. 

• Marshall, born 10 Jul 1761. 

• Mathew, born 26 Dec 1763. 

The important thing to note in the above list is that Colonel James Martin did not have a brothe r 

named Simon Martin who was born in Virginia in 1756 . I’ll return to Simon in the later sections of 
this article, which deal with Elder James Martin’s life in South Carolina. 

The best source of information about Colonel James Martin’s children is found in the very first 
Daughters of the American Revolution application approved for any descendant of his, in this 
case the Colonel’s granddaughter, Sarah Susannah (MacMurphy) Gilpin (DAR# 3267) by his 
daughter Keziah. Sarah was born in Augusta, Georgia in 1806 and was at least 16 years old 
when her grandmother, Obedience (Bugg) Martin Newsome, died in the same general vicinity. 
She very clearly would have known the names of ALL of Colonel James Martin’s children, which 
she stated were: 

• Betsy. 

• Letty. 

• M ary. 

• Keziah Parish (b. 1785). 

• Prudence. 

• James (b. 1783). 

No account is given of whom these people married (with the exception of Kezia, who married 
George G. A. Y. MacMurphy, and James, who married a Miss Harris), or even whether they all 
had survived to adulthood. A book based upon Sarah’s letters and writings was published 
posthumously in 1904, where she clearly asserts that Colonel James Martin died in Edgefield 
District. South Carolina . The last known public record of him was in early 1800, when he 
participated in a memorial there mourning the death of President George Washington. But his 
date of death is not known. 

At some point prior to the 1790 Census, Colonel James and Obedience had separated. There 
was a grant to James Martin in 1787, which he sold three years later. There was no spousal 
dower interest in the deed, which under English common law entitled Obedience to one third of 
any lands seized in fee by the husband during the marriage . That would suggest that they had 
separated prior to 1787 (or that there was a third James Martin in the neighborhood, but there is 
no evidence to support that notion). 

Obedience (Bugg) Martin was a head of household in the 1790 Census for Edgefield County, 
South Carolina. In her household was one male under age sixteen, five females (which included 
herself) and nine slaves. With the exception of one female, that is a perfect match to the 
information provided by Sarah Gilpin. That one missing daughter could have either married or 
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died before then. Whereas, in the same Census, Elder James Martin, in addition to himself and 
his wife, had three sons and three daughters, all under age 16, and no slaves. 

The next best source of any of the Colonel’s children is for a descendant of his son James’ line 
(DAR #151037). It states that James Junior was born in 1783 and died in 1828, place unknown. 
His daughter Elizabeth (born 1804), who was the wife of Dennis Shea, was the mother of Mary 
Ann (Shea) Jewell. Mary Ann was said to have been born in Habersham County, Georgia on 13 
Jan 1827. Elder James’ son James (this relationship will be proven in the section about Warren 
County, Kentucky) was born on 18 Dec 1784 and died in Dec 1825. So while they share similar 
birth and death dates, the deeds that distributed equal shares of James Martin, Jr’s estate in 
Gibson County, Indiana did not include a daughter named Elizabeth who lived in Georgia. They 
simply could not have been the same person. And, if James Martin. Jr of Gibson County, Indian a 
was not the son of Colonel James Martin - and there is direct evidence that he was Elder Jame s 

Martin’s son - then Colonel James and Elder James could not have been the same ma n. 

In the 1930s, the first DAR lineage for a child of Elder James Martin was erroneously approved as 
being a child of Colonel James Martin. Since it is a mish mash of fact and fiction, it is pointless to 
discuss the information that it contains, other than to point out that it was for a descendant of Elder 
James’ daughter, Polly Martin, who married Bennet Williams. 

The Family of Elder James Martin 

James Martin and his sons were each able to secure for themselves roughly a quarter section or 
more of land by around the time of Indiana statehood in late 1816. By the standards of the time in 
rural Indiana, they were solidly in the middle class. They were self-sufficient and comfortable, but 
they very clearly did not live lavishly, or amass more wealth than their neighbors. They were the 
equals of their neighbors in most measures of success. The Williams, their friends, neighbors 
and in-laws, mostly acquired more land than the Martins, possibly because there were more sons 
to help each other clear and develop larger parcels. The wealth of both the Martins and Williams 
offer a fairly stark contrast when compared to the more considerable wealth of the Martins of 
Martintown, South Carolina. 

An early biographical account of Vanderburgh County, Indiana tells us that James Martin and his 
sons Charles and Thomas were early settlers there. The same source states that James was “a 
Regular Baptist preacher of the backwoods style , uneducated .” 

Both sons lived to participate in the 1850 Census, so we know that they were born in South 
Carolina in 1791 and 1796, respectively. And marriage returns show that Elder James performed 
the marriages of both sons. 

The fact that a biographical account states that Elder James Martin was “uneducated” is 
interesting. Today, it is hard to conceive of a preacher who is unable to read a Bible, and even 
200 years ago that notion stretches credibility. Perhaps it was just overstating the matter, and that 
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his education was limited, as was common for people living on the early frontiers of America? At 
any rate, it hardly seems reasonable that the grandson of a veritable feudal lord with sufficient 
means to raise an army would have been given a substandard education. 

The Big Creek Baptist Church 

Since Elder James Martin was an early preacher in Southwestern Indiana, it stands to reason that 
he was associated with one or more churches. The earliest church services were likely held in 
the homes of his early neighbors, and no record was found of any clear name of a church for 
these services, though very probably at one point services were likely held on or near the 
Maumee Cemetery property west of Owensville, where both he and his son James first lived 
when they arrived in Indiana Territory. 

Things changed when James moved closer to his children’s father-in-law, Simon Williams. 

When he moved, the church moved with him. Or more likely, at that point the original church split, 
with part of the congregation choosing to follow Elder James Moutray (I believe these people 
became New Light Christians), and the remainder going with Elder James Martin to form Big 
Creek Baptist Church. 

Big Creek Baptist Church was originally located southeast of present-day Cynthiana, Indiana, 
and later relocated on the southern boundary of the town of Cynthiana. It was chartered in 1813. 
Among the founding members were “James Martin and Milly his wife" and their daughter-in-law, 
Frankie (Rook) Martin (Charles’ wife). 

Marriage returns show that he performed marriages in : 

• Knox County, Indiana Territory between 1811 and early 1813, 

• Gibson County, Indiana from late 1813 to late 1820, 

• Posey County, Indiana from 1816 to April, and 

• Vanderburgh County, Indiana from 1819 to early 1822. 

All of these marriages were performed within a radius of roughly ten miles. Knox County became 
Gibson County in 1813, Posey County was formed in 1814 and Vanderburgh County was formed 
in 1818. The three counties meet just east of Cynthiana, Indiana. James’ farm was located in the 
northwestern corner of Vanderburgh County, about 3 miles southeast of Cynthiana. 

With Church records establishing that the name of James’ wife was Milly, it is worth looking at 
deed records to establish a few facts about her, before tracing their journey backward to South 
Carolina. She is an important key in making sure that we stick with the right Martin fami ly. 
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Early Indiana Records 

The first record of Elder James Martin in Indiana Territory was in May 1809, when he participated 
in a local election. So he arrived there sometime between then and his last record in Warren 
County, Kentucky in May 1807. 

In late 1814, James made the land entry for his 140 acre farm in Armstrong Township, near where 
Calvert’s Chapel was later built. 

Milly was alive in May 1815, when she and other family members were ordered to appear in court 
(her name was given as Mildred). 

When James started selling his properties in 1824, Milly’s signature was not on the deeds, 
meaning that she had died by then. A very short time later, James married Fanny Hunter. He 
then sold the remainder of his properties that same month, and nothing further is known of what 
became of either of them. But it stands to reason that he would have remained close to his family, 
so his absence from the 1830 Census suggests he had died by then. 

The Warren County, Kentucky Connection 

Before arriving in Indiana Territory, Elder James Martin made a brief stop in Warren County, 
Kentucky. His first order of business was to get bonded so that he could perform marriages there, 
which he did with the help of Simon Wiliams, his new friend, neighbor and the soon-to-be 
father-in-law of two of his children. 

In 1806, Bennet Williams married Polly Martin there, with Elder James Martin giving consent. A 
year earlier, James Martin, Junior had married Sally Williams there, and guess who posted his 
bond? Bennet Williams. Both marriages were performed by Elder James Martin. 

And in both 1806 and 1807, (Elder) James Martin, Senior was taxed for property owned by 
Charles Reavis. The next entry in both years, made on the same day, was for James Martin, 
Junior, who was not taxed for any land. Thus, James Martin, Junior was living on the same 
property, clearly proving that he was the son of Elder James Martin. 

The last marriage James performed in Warren County took place on 24 May 1807, not long after 
the Government Land Office opened for business in Vincennes, Knox County, Indiana Territory. It 
was at that point when it first became possible to own land in that part of Indiana Territory. 

A Missing Tennessee Connection 

Patrick Calvert owned the farm abutting Elder James Martin’s Armstrong Township farm. He also 
was the administrator of James Martin, Junior’s estate, who died just west of Owensvile, a 
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distance of about ten miles to the north-northwest of Patrick’s farm, as the crow flies. Patrick’s 
wife, “Miss Sarah Martin,” was born in South Carolina in 1783 and was married in Tennessee in 
1804. Just where in Tennessee that happened is not known, since there is no 1800 Census for 
Tennessee to help narrow the possibilities. Since most travel to the Western Frontier at that time 
required crossing the Cumberland Gap, there is a good likelihood that it was in one of the 
counties in Northeastern Tennessee. There is also a likelihood that it could have been a 
Tennessee county directly to the south of Warren County, Kentucky, if James had perhaps been 
looking for a residence north of Nashville, and had to go a bit farther north before eventually 
becoming Simon Williams’ neighbor. 

The South Carolina Connection 

Here is where the existence of Simon Martin comes into play. The most commonly available clue 
of his importance is in the 1790 Census for Edgefield District. Ignoring this one obvious clue is 
what has caused so many people to wrongly associate Elder James Martin with the Martins of 

Martintown . What follows is a brief overview of the key public records related to both Simon 
Martin and Elder James Martin. 

Barnwell District 

In late 1802, James and “Melly” Martin sold their 750 acre property in Barnwell District. It was at 
this point when they began their migration westward. Despite at times frigid winter temperatures, 
it was the best time to travel with a wagon, with the ground often being frozen and river levels 
relatively low. 

James Martin was enumerated in the 1800 Census for Barnwell District. A little later, we’ll take a 
closer look at the composition of his household in this Census. 

In early 1800, there were two deeds executed to and from Mrs. “Selah” Martin, the widow of 
Simon Martin, who had died around that time. One gave her clear title to her dower interest in a 
property, and the other had sold that dower interest. 

Barnwell District was created from Orangeburg District in 1800. James and Simon did not move, 
the jurisdiction simply changed underneath them. 

Orangeburg District 

In Aug 1793, Simon Martin received two land grants totalling 928 acres. In February of that year, 
James Martin received a grant of 360 acres. 

Edgefield County 

In early 1793, James Martin and Milly his wife sold 230 acres located on Foxes Creek of the 
Savannah River. 
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In Aug 1790, Simon Williams received a grant of 42 acres on the Savannah River. 


In the 1790 Census is the one clue that would never have been overlooked in any research tha t 

meets the Genealogical Proof Standard . In that Census, James Martin and Simon Martin are 
separated only by the household of Robert Lamar. How could any serious researcher see that 
and not wonder who Simon Martin was, and ponder why they were living so close together? 

In Oct 1788, James Martin and Milly his wife sold 100 acres of a 346 acre grant. Earlier that year, 
Simon Martin had witnessed a deed from Ann Hammond to James Martin for some personal 
property. That first deed is the earliest record of Millv’s existence, and it is worth noting. Poll y 
(Martini Williams, whose lineage from Colonel James and Obedience (Buoot Martin was firs t 

approved under PAR application #281528, was born on 4 Mar 1788! Yet evidence seems to 

suggest that Colonel James Martin had divorced Obedience Bugg by 1787 . 

In early 1787, Simon Martin and Celia his wife sold his 100 acre grant. James Martin witnessed 
the deed. 

Here is a key piece of evidence tying together Elder James Martin and Simon Martin as brother s. 

Between 1785 and 1787, Ml James Martin was assigned Malachi Fraser’s indent for 
Revolutionary War pay due for his service in Colonel Leroy Hammond’s Regiment (both Capt. 
Purvis, who was James’ former company commander, and Simon Martin had both served in this 
regiment). These payments took place on three occasions, and on the third occasion it was 
Simon Martin who had signed the receipt, in place of James . The use of “Mr.” is an interesting 
choice of title - not Colonel or Esquire, as might be expected if Colonel James Martin were 
involved. 

In 1785, Edgefield County was created from a portion of Lower Ninety-Six District. Once again, 
James and Simon did not move, the jurisdiction simply changed beneath them. 

Lower Ninety-Six District 

In Nov 1785, James Martin was given a grant of 346 acres. Two months earlier, Simon Martin 
had received a grant for 100 acres. He had received another 100 acre grant the year earlier. 

In 1783, Simon Martin served as constable, and in 1778 he received a one year annuity for 
wounds received during the Revolutionary War, where he ended his service with the rank of 
sergeant. 

The Revolutionary War and a Virginia Connection 

On 1 Sep 1775, Simon Martin and James Martin enlisted as privates in different militia companies 
of Col. Thomson’s Regiment of Rangers , which was mainly raised from the men of Orangeburg 
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District. Simon served in the company of Capt. John Lewis Peyer im Hoff, where he stated he 
was born in Virginia in 1756. James served in Capt. John Purvis’ Company, where he stated he 
was born in Virginia in 1758. They were 19 and 17 years old, respectively. As such it is likely 
their father was also living in the vicinity at that time, but few records are available to help 
determine his identity. 

DNA Comparisons 

In the Martin book are the DNA results for a male Martin with a proven pedigree from Elder James 
Martin. He was a genetic distance of either zero or one to at least three direct male descendants 
of Simon Martin with proven pedigrees. All were yDNA tested at Family Tree DNA . The result s 
prove kinship between Elder James Martin and Simon Martin and, together with their similar age s 

and close proximity throughout Simon’s lifetime, it proves that they were siblings . 

There is no known surviving direct male descendant of Colonel James Martin. But there are 
many who claim descent from James’ father, Abram Martin (1716-1780). The results of the four 
men noted above (and others in the same DNA group, but of unproven pedigree and similar 
genetic distances) were compared against groups of males who claim descent from Abram 
Martin. Interestingly, there were three such groups claiming such descent, and logic tells us that 
no more than one group can possibly be correct (it is also possible, but not too likely, that they are 
all wrong). Obviously, the descendants of Elder James Martin and Simon Marti n matched none of 
these groups and the genetic distances between these groups suggested that any possible 
shared ancestor was many generations farther back than Abram. That is fairly definitive proof 
that there is no connection between Elder James Martin and the fabled Martins of Martintown. 

DNA evidence confirms what simple logic screams out! 

Determining James and Milly’s Other Children 

Thus far, we have found direct evidence identifying the following children of Elder James Martin: 

• Sarah, born 1783. 

• James, born 1784. 

• Polly, born 1788. 

• Charles, born 1791. 

• Thomas, born 1796. 

If Polly was Colonel James’ daughter, shouldn’t these other lines of her siblings have been able 

to claim a PAR ancestor? They couldn’t, because the fabricated household of her purported 
father - a falsely expanded version of what Sarah Gilpin told us - failed to account for Polly’s true 
siblings. 

We really only have the 1800 Census to inform us about James’ family, since there was no 1810 
Census in Indiana Territory. But since we know that Thomas was the youngest, there is a good 


Colonel James Martin of Edgefield County, South Carolina: Disproving an Indiana Connection 


page 9 











chance that all of his children may be represented in that one record. It details the following 
children: 

1. Male, born between 1790 and 1800: Thomas, b. 1796. 

2. Male, born between 1790 and 1800: Charles, b. 1791. 

3. Male, born between 1790 and 1800. 

4. Female, born between 1790 and 1800: Polly, b. 1788. 

5. Female, born between 1790 and 1800. 

6. Male, born between 1784 and 1790. 

7. Male, born between 1784 and 1790: James, b. 1784. 

8. Female, born between 1784 and 1790. 

9. Female, born between 1784 and 1790:Sarah, b. 1783 (slight mismatch). 

The above record is also generally consistent with the 1790 Census record for James Martin who 
was living next to Simon Martin in Edgefield County. It contained three males and three females, 
all born by 1790 or earlier. 

In the Williams book is an analysis that attempts to identify Elder James’ additional children for 
whom direct proof of the relationship has yet to be found. Given the sparse population in Indiana 
at the time, there is compelling circumstantial evidence for at least three additional children, 
though only Ruth (Martin) Almon appears to have left any heirs. 

Conclusions 

While the key facts given earlier about Simon Martin only involve a limited number of his 
interactions with Elder James Martin, they are a small subset of all of the available evidence, with 
other sources clearly showing they were near neighbors at all times. The two men clearly 
mirrored each other’s movements for more than 20 years as they moved within a small region of 
rural South Carolina. That span of time, plus that of their shared youth, covered Simon’s entire 
lifetime. As stated earlier, any source claiming to be an authority on the children of James Martin 
of Vanderburgh County, Indiana which does not attempt to explain this close relationship fails as 
a serious research effort. It fails at least two elements of the Genealogical Proof Standard: 

• The research was not reasonably exhaustive, and 

• It lacked any effort to resolve contradictory evidence. 

Both men did appear to have lived near Colonel James Martin, whose other near neighbor was 
Leroy Plammond (Elder James’ and Simon’s former regimental commander). 

There is only clear and reliable information about two of Colonel James Martin’s children: Keziah, 
b. 1785 and James, b. 1783. Those dates of birth overlap with two of the proven children of Elder 
James and Milly Martin: Sarah, b. 1783 and James, b. 1784. So the notion that Colonel James 
had divorced Obedience (a common rationalization for the unresolved contradictory evidence) 
and then married Milly doesn’t stand up to close scrutiny. These were clearly two distinct 
households, headed by two unrelated men. 
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There are clear records that Colonel James Martin and Elder James Martin were born nine years 
apart; there are clear records that they had different siblings; and there is clear evidence that they 
had children whose ages overlapped. There is no possible way to explain these facts and come 
to the conclusion that they were the same man. And there is absolutely zero possibility that Elder 
James Martin was Colonel James Martin’s son. And most importantly, DNA evidence firmly 
supports all of these conclusions. 

The case is closed: 

Elder James Martin was a middle class farmer living in rural Indiana. His children are all found in 
records of Gibson, Posey and Vanderburgh Counties, Indiana, where early records are abundant 
if one is willing to dig deep enough. He left South Carolina at a time when many people migrated 
west to find a home where the value of their labor would not be diminished by the presence of a 
slave culture. 

Colonel James Martin was a slave owner from an elite family of frontier South Carolina and 
Georgia. His known children all remained in Georgia and South Carolina, where early records 
are scarce. They leveraged slavery as a means of acquiring considerable wealth and influence 
in the region. 

While the two men shared a common given name and surname, they starkly contrast with one 
another in just about every other conceivable way. 
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